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Have you ever thought of the chain of command that gave the dictator a
firm grip on the Eritrean People and their way of life?

No single dictator can rule
a country with an iron fist
without some helpers. The
most powerful and immedi-
ate helpers are the four advi-
sors of the President. They
include his favorites Yemane
Gebreab and Hagos Kisha.
The four have emerged to be
the most powerful by virtue
of being the right hand of
the dictator and by the fact
that they also serve as gate-
keepers for the Dictator.

The only officials of the
regime who can see the dic-
tator without these gatekeep-
ers are the generals who are
in charge of the five army
divisions. Even the regime’s
ministers need Yemane Ge-
breab’s assistance to have an
audience with the dictator.

The single most important

reason why the military com-
manders have a lot more
power over the ministers is
because they are the custodi-
ans of the entire Eritrean
youth population on behalf
of the dictator. We all know
Eritrean youth are serving in
the military or they are resid-
ing as refugees elsewhere.
From the generals the chain
of command extends down
to the colonels and majors in
charge of districts and zobas
respectively. Thus one could
argue that Eritrea is under
undeclared military rule.

True to its militaristic char-
acteristics, the regime has
continued to totally ignore
intellectuals and what they
can offer. It has co-opted a
few intellectuals. Araya Tse-
gay is one of the co-opted
intellectuals who as the head

of the Housing Bank advised
the regime to nationalize all
foreign currency accounts in
Eritrea. Someday such blind
servants of the Dictator will
be asked to account for their
blunders.

Again, due to its militaristic
structure, the regime is not

interested to revamp the idea

of the National Parliament
and entrust it to draft and
pass laws. There have been

no new laws except those left

by Ethiopian rulers and the
Italians before them. Instead,
the Dictator’s words are the
laws of the country. Since his
laws are not written, all offi-
cials of the regime also make
their own laws for their juris-
dictions right down to the

Zoba administrator. Thus Erit-
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Who is the opposition
of the opposition?

“When you have the worst
enemy of ones country like Is-
sayas and his PFDJ helpers, who
needs another opposition? It
seems that there are some people
who are either paid disorganizers
or unable to see the big picture
and focus on the only enemy of
the Eritrean people, Issayas’
dictatorship.”

(These are the words of a wise
Eritrean)
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... The chain of command ...(continued from page 1)

rea has been a lawless jungle and what is
there changed without any notice or
warning to the people. One day hard
working Eritreans had foreign currency
accounts in their beloved country, next
day they found them to be worthless
Nakfas.

You may ask as to who the Dictator’s
helpers in the Diaspora are. They could
be community, youth and women's
groups, churches, mosques, even restau-
rants and other businesses. How can one

determine whether or not for example a
church is the Dictator’s helper? If it helps
to raise funds for the hated dictatorship, if
it allows announcements to be made in
the church on the regime’s or its surro-
gate organizations’ activities but does not
give the same access to organizations
critical to the regime. If it encourages its
members to participate in the regimes
activities, it presents itself as the regime’s
helper. By so doing such a church proves
to be the Dictator’s helper in suppressing

our aspirations and dreams for a prosper-
ous and democratic Eritrea.

Close to home, right here in Toronto,
we all know of the existence of the Na-
tional Union of Eritrean Women and the
Eritrean Canadian Association of Ontario
and at the core of the rotten apple are
members of EFDJ, Toronto branch. The
sole purpose of the existence of these
organizations is to help the dictator have
a firm grip on the Eritrean people.
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