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Mr. Gerelase also purposely throws in ‘3 �* 
;� to characterize my articles.  Again, 
this is a word right out of PFDJ dictionary. 
 
 
 
6. Mr. Gerelase’s Contractions on POWER TO THE PEOPLE 
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7. Mr. Gerelase’s ‘One thought, One Organization’ 
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8. Gerelase’s views on my contradictions 
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9. Mr. Gerelase’s contradictions on Negotiation 
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10. Other Observations 
 

a. Mr. Gerelase Engaging in Insulting Intellectuals 
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b. Mr. Gerelase’s Desecration of Martyrs 
 

h�i  R�7 &� ��� ��B�I �6  ��,*  / &� 9<� ��� 
 9H  ��b : �- 
b � : .Q  ��  �� w�- ��� 
N* .f - ��� � u� * ��
? �6  ��`  q �a�/ 
: ��� �b 
 �b B: � ��b :  �����Q  / 9<� &� > O "� �b 
 C �I Ji  
R�7 �i  ��� 
N* .f  ��� � u� * ��
? �p � S R� 4� �4�& 4A &- &� 
6 @& ����- * � 89D � W
��~  * D 	�- 
D �  a�A � � \ � * �	? 
��
 
W��
� �p - 6�j ��( ��� 2r KeF���

�
Mr. Gerelase tries to come across as the biggest vigilant of suffering Eritreans.  
Mr. Gerelase’s resort to this type of propaganda is nothing new.  The PFDJ 
regime continuously resorts to mentioning the responsibilities handed down 
from our Martyrs to us to deflect any kind of criticisms.  Those who do not 
flinch to use this kind of propaganda to win over some support are unethical 
and desecrate our Martyrs and the suffering people of Eritrea. 
 
Mr.�Gerelase’s role in the opposition camp is to use tragic 
events more as an instrument of politics than out of sheer 
anger most of us feel over these types of tragedies 

 
 

c. Mr. Gerelase’s Grasp at Straws 
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Mr. Gerelase is grasping at straws and could have simply added PIA to the 
list.   
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d. Mr. Gerelase’s Desperate Attempt on Distorting the Role of Eritreans in 
Diaspora 
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In more desperate attempt to distort what I did not say, Mr. Gerelase says that 
I my views are,��
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This is yet another PURE LIE, a total fabrication.  Mr. Gerelase continues 
his desperate attempt to garner support by dividing people.   This is typical 
PFDJ modus operandi.  For anyone that has read my articles my views are 
clear and unequivocal.  The prime instigators of change are those Eritreans in 
Eritrea.  The main role of those in Diaspora is support.  One can read my 
article titled ‘Brutal but Honest Road Map for the Average Eritrea’.  I have 
clearly stated the roles of Eritreans in Diaspora, both those who have done 
marvelous jobs on the opposition websites and ordinary Eritreans in Diaspora.  
In the same article, I called upon my fellow Eritreans in Diaspora to continue 
their valiant struggle.  But again Mr. Gerelase must resort to lies to get his 
points across because he does not offer anything that satisfies ordinary 
Eritreans in Diaspora.   
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 PART II. ANATOMY OF PLOT 
 

 
If Mr. Gerelase had instead expended his energy towards seeking to clarify questions in 
ordinary Eritrean head, the opposition camp would have been in much stronger position 
today.   
 
My suspicion remains that Mr. Gerelase’s clumsy efforts at acting when writing his 
article is probably reflective of ‘ENA’s’ and ‘4+1’s discomfort in launching their 
opposition from Ethiopia because they sense the majority of Eritreans oppose it.  At the 
same time, these opposition groups feel they need the Ethiopian support to have any 
chance of achieving power in Eritrea.   
 
Many Eritreans have asked what the purpose of these opposition groups is to base their 
opposition from Ethiopia.  But instead of ‘ENA’ and ‘4+1’ clarifying their positions, their 
proxies have chosen to muddy the thinking of ordinary Eritreans by creating confusion.  
This is why Mr. Gerelase has chosen to cry very loud, way out of proportion to its 
significance, on the issue of negotiation.   It is an insurmountable challenge to try 
and defend the indefensible.  What to do?  Mr. Gerelase has chosen to turn to 
lessons probably learned right from the PFDJ books.  Just as PFDJ’s fate, 
deceptions and lies disappear like morning dew.  Mr. Gerelase is practicing the old 
saying ‘The best defense is a good offense’. 
 
‘ENA’ and ‘4 +1’ will serve the opposition cause much better if they came out publicly  
and unequivocally tell us what their political platforms and agendas are.  EDP, ELF-RC, 
ELF and other alliances have clearly stated their principles and views on a number 
of issues, of which the question of ‘Sovereignty’ is among the top agenda.  That is 



gutsy!  That is leadership!  That is transparency!  Why can’t the others take 
unequivocal stand?  What do you have to hide? 
 
If ‘ENA’ and ‘4+1’ make their hidden agenda public, I, along with other ordinary 
Eritreans, may agree or even support their positions.  At the very least either our 
suspicions will be either proven or dispelled.  When there is transparency, ultimately 
‘Unity’ might be possible when every opposition group or alliance have clear, 
unequivocal, and publicly declared agendas and platforms.  I ask the ‘ENA’ and ‘4+1’ 
leaders to officially address our concerns and fears.  Failing or prolonging your public 
declarations may only fuel the nagging suspicion that the views of people such as Mr. 
Gerelase represents the views and platforms of these groups.  The solution to this 
unnecessary confusion is in the hands of ‘ENA’ and ‘4+1’ leaders. 
 
 
 
 
QUESTION REMAINS 
 
 

Let me reiterate!  Despite all attempts at sowing confusion around the following 
issues by the proxy warriors, the questions to the Eritrean opposition groups in Addis 
Ababa remain, 
 

a. On Sovereignty 
Why do these opposition leaders and group operate out of Addis Ababa at 
a time when Ethiopia continues to occupy Eritrean lands against an 
international ruling?  Why doesn’t Ethiopia rescind its ‘Declaration of 
War’?  Who are the victims of intransigence between two vindictive 
leaders?  The Eritrean people are not only suffering because of PIA’s 
ruthlessness but also because of Ethiopia’s intransigence. 
 
It is a sick political game when the Eritrean people are held hostages to 
Eritrean and Ethiopian internal politics, and when certain opposition 
groups underhandedly cheer Eritrean people’s suffering because they want 
the Eritrean people to suffer to the point of rebellion by ruling out any 
negotiation to transfer power immediately to a transitional government, 
and without any solution for post-PIA Eritrea.  Some of these sick 
underhanded opposition groups and leaders are shedding crocodile tears 
for these Eritreans that meet their untimely demise.  Ordinary Eritreans are 
their foot soldiers for some opposition group’s political games.  PFDJ has 
shown its ruthlessness at using ordinary Eritreans for its sick game.  I see 
no difference from the some of the opposition groups. 
 
The Question remains, if these opposition groups do not receive any kind 
of active support from Ethiopia, why don’t they operate out of Sudan?   



EDP has, if true, met Ethiopian government representatives but outside 
Ethiopia.  Why not do the same? 
 
The question remains, why can’t these Addis Ababa opposition groups 
take unequivocal stand and tell us that,  

a) Ethiopia must abide by the international ruling, expedite 
demarcation and pull out, 

b) Eritrean sovereignty is inviolable. 
 
 
 

b. On Issue of Transfer of Power with Every Possible Scenario 
As I stated in my previous article, I support EDP’s principled stand on 
negotiation.  In fact, I have explained my beliefs and views on the 
importance of keeping negotiation as an open option to ensure orderly 
transfer of power. 

 
The question remains, 

a) Having ruled out any kind of negotiation to achieve orderly 
transfer of power, how do the opposition groups or leaders intend 
to achieve alternative way  of orderly transfer of power?  Give us 
or even teach us of the different scenarios that will enable an 
orderly transfer of power? 

b) My understanding is that where there is an absence of orderly 
transfer of power, the opposite is true – violent uprising without 
any direction.  The only thing one ‘hopes’ for is that some sense 
will prevail after some possible bloodshed. 

1. The question remains, if a violent uprising is instigated by 
some organized groups in Eritrea, do we know which 
direction Eritrea will take?  Usually, those who come to 
power in these circumstances are military people.  Who 
benefits from this?  Is eliminating PIA the only end game? 

2. The question remains, if the violent uprising is spontaneous 
without any direction, do these groups have contingency 
plans to handle these situations? 

 
 
Unfortunately, the function of opposition groups is more than inciting 
violent uprising.  There is no substitute for orderly transfer of power 
where possible.  If there is disorderly transfer of power, it will not be due 
to lack of efforts.  As I have said in my previous articles, if the PFDJ 
regime chooses to fight to its last breath there is nothing anyone can 
do about that.  Realities on the ground will take their course and we just 
hope and pray for the best.   
 



But if the PFDJ regime extend its hands to transfer power immediately 
through negotiation, opposition groups have a historic and moral 
responsibility to expedite and end this dark chapter and open a new 
chapter without PFDJ. 

 
 
EMERGING ANSWERS TO THESE QUESTIONS 
 
I do not expect ENA nor ‘4+1’ to publicly announce their agenda.  But we are NOT 
totally in the dark.  Unless ENA and ‘4+1’ disassociate themselves from these proxies, 
the views and agendas of these proxies will be assumed to be ENA’s and ‘4+1’s.  Having 
softened the ground through their articles, Mr. Gerelase and his benefactors are preparing 
to come out of their closets.  These groups are preparing for a strong backlash from the 
majority of Eritreans.  Mr. Gerelase and his benefactors said to themselves ‘� O � �4�b _�
-� b �� � � O � � 
�9; � � To achieve this, Mr. Gerelase and his colleagues have 
launched a coordinated written barrage against me (but not intended at me) to 
intimidate and send a clear message to anyone within the other opposition groups or 
other ordinary Eritreans that may criticize their positions will face their wrath.  
This is a classic political pre-emptive strike.  �����
�
Mr. Gerelase’s �� � � � � is beginning to reveal itself in the following latest, but not 
limited to, articles that appeared on Mr. Gerelase’s colleagues’ website, AWATE.com 
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Then the ONE-TWO punches are delivered in as many days, 
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My observations are as follows,  
 

��‘ENA’ & ‘4 + 1’ avoided from publicly manifesting their tight relationship with 
the Ethiopian regime until the Ethiopian regime made some ‘superficial’ overtures 
to Eritrea on the border issue.  We have now ‘ENA’ and ‘4 +1’ leaders tripping all 
over themselves (even possibly against each other) to congratulate the Ethiopian 



regime over its continued game of ‘smokes and mirrors’ or ‘much-a-do-about-
nothing’.  These organizations are telling us, through their proxy spokespeople 
and media correspondents, that Ethiopian intervention in the internal affair of 
Eritrea is actually beneficial to the survival of Eritrea as a state. 

 
��I am totally dumb-founded. But again, the opposition groups in Addis Ababa are 

feeding us at the rate that they perceive Eritreans will be able to swallow on the 
issue of Ethiopian invasion (or should I use their words ‘intervention’) of Eritrea 
to save us from ourselves.  Once Eritreans have chewed, swallowed, and digested 
the first piece of their argument for ENA’s support of this dangerous agenda, they 
hope that Eritreans will begin to warm up to their next agenda.  All ‘ENA’ and 
‘4+1’ hope to do is keep feeding us in progressive but small pieces on how the 
Ethiopian regime is reasonable, how they are prepared to negotiate, etc... One day 
not too long, at the rate ‘ENA’ and ‘4 +1’ are deliberately feeding us, at the next 
and yet another ‘superficial’ overture from the Ethiopian artist of ‘smokes-and-
mirrors’, their proxies will begin to tell us that Ethiopian recolonization of Eritrea 
or even the 1950’s campaign of Mr. Tedla Bairu for ‘Andnet’ was correct all 
along.  The son has vindicated his father.  This is beginning to sound familiar 
again.  What would Awate have said about this?  What would Sheik Abdelqadir 
Kebire have said about this madness?  What would Sheik Ibrahim Sultan have 
said about this foolishness?   What would Mr. Woldeab Woldemariam have said 
about this folly?  What would the over 100,000 Eritreans that have died for 
Eritrean Independence have said about bringing your former colonizers into your 
� '( ?  

 
��The following quotation is just as infuriating,  

 
“No one except the blind and the obstinate denies that ordinary Eritreans are now 
looking back at the derg era with Nostalgia, an ominous sign for us and a state of 
affairs which should send all warning signals off.” From Mr. Burhan’s “Ras 
Woldemikael vs. Yohannes IV;�
�
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Mr.�Gerelase’s role in the opposition camp is to use tragic events 
more as instrument of politics than out of sheer anger most of us 
feel over these types of tragedies.     
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It is now clear who the ‘�6� b ��
�;�are!   ‘ENA’ and ‘4+1’ go to a former 
colonizer, whom these groups mistakenly consider to be their ‘�6;� , and get 
chaperoned around in Sheraton and Hilton, wined and dined like ‘b ��
; �The 
bride is being prepared for what Mr. Gerelase and Mr. Burhan clearly tell us, 
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Second observation is that it is human nature to run to your ‘�6  ‘ whenever you 
are in trouble.   Eritrea is in trouble.  ‘ENA’ and ‘4+1’ went to their ‘�6;�
Ethiopia, whereas  ‘2+1+’ are calling on to their Eritrean ‘�6;�¢�the true heroes 
of Eritrean struggle - Eritrean mothers through the Voice of Liberty and Voice of 
Democratic Eritrea ��Need I say more? 



 
    

 
 PART III. ANATOMY OF ERITREAN CHALLENGES AND 

OPPOSITION 
 
 
MY UNWAVERING SUPPORT FOR EDP and ‘2+1+’ 
 
To the dismay of Mr. Gerelase and his benefactors who want to strip off my rights which 
they have exclusively reserved for themselves, I will use my democratic and God-given 
right to express my views.  If they want to objectively criticize my views, then I welcome 
them.  We can probably learn from each other. 
 
Based on my understanding to date, EDP espouses the same belief as many of those 
imprisoned in PFDJ jails.  Some of those in jail could have probably grabbed power 
through shortcuts (usurpation).  But they rejected the mentality and modus operandi of 
PFDJ as being more destructive than the means that may have been available to them.  
They did not want to be part of an ugly history that has plagued many third world 
countries.  These are people with convictions and leadership qualities.  They do not 
believe that the end justifies the means, like inviting foreign intervention to resolve 
internal crisis.  Conversely,  Some within the opposition espouse a dangerous belief in 
that the end justifies the means.  These are political gamblers who are prepared to play 
with people’s lives.  Leadership is all about foresightedness and leading by example!  
‘Those who fail to learn from history are condemned to repeat it.’   
 
The G-11 and many other heroic Eritreans in PFDJ jails chose the most honorable means 
of struggle,  
 

��Peaceful resistance, 
��Asked for negotiation, not so much because they believed PIA will negotiate but 

because they chose to stick to their principles, 
��Fully knowing PFDJ’s ruthless justice, they chose to go to the guillotine for their 

beliefs, 
��In the process they chose to lead by example rather than using others as their 

political foot soldiers,  
�� These are our heroes.   

 
Mr. Gerelase’s belittling of our heroes only reflects on him.   Mr. Gerelase and his likes 
are typical of those who campaign for shortcuts.  Many of us are averse to advocate 
shortcuts because,  U*����� 
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easy for the ‘2+1+’ to capitulate and head to Addis Ababa for quick money and the 
Ethiopian regime’s support.  How nice it would be to get chauffeured from the Airport to 
Sheraton and Hilton, wined and dined at the best restaurants in Addis Ababa while many 
Eritreans in Eritrea refuse to compromise on their principles and chose to go to PFDJ jails 
and even to give up their lives for their convictions.  Instead, ‘2+1+’ chose to conduct 
their meetings in Sudan feeding themselves ‘fata’ for breakfast, lunch, and dinner, while 
sleeping in cheap hotels four or five delegates to a room.  This has created bonding; 
eating together and sleeping together has solidified the belief in common cause between 
these different opposition groups.   These genuine opposition groups chose to honor 
our heroes because ‘4�� *4�� *4�� *4�� *  R����A *R����A *R����A *R����A *  �";��";��";��";�to go against what their fellow Eritrean 
heroes believed in �� �� �� ��They can not compromise on their principles so that they can 
be wined and dined, and groomed for seat of power by a foreign power.  These 
opposition leaders and groups are in solidarity with those brave Eritreans in jail 
who probably go on days without food and water in PFDJ jails.  Although we are 
not in jail with them, we are with them in spirit.     
�
�
Towards the end of Summer 2001, the G15 knew that PIA would deliver his brand of 
justice.  It was not a question of ‘if’ but only ‘when’.  The G15 could have kept quiet like 
many of their colleagues excusing themselves that they fought all their lives in the deserts 
& mountains of Eritrea and that they needed to live peacefully for a change.  They could 
have said that it was others’ turn to fight, and that they had done their part. 



 
But deep down idealist never rest when others trample on their beliefs and on their 
people.  The G-15 could have recanted and fallen back into the arms of the regime – as 
some had done.  The G-15 could have left the country.  In fact, Mr. Petros Solomon 
returned to Asmara from his trips abroad late in the summer although he knew his arrest 
was imminent.   
 
The G-15 did not run away from their ultimate responsibilities.  They stood by their 
convictions, despite having asthma and diabetes.  The G-15 encouraged a new generation 
of Eritreans to stand by their beliefs.  The imprisoned journalists have become a living 
icons.   Many other Eritreans have stood by their convictions and have chosen to be 
imprisoned for their convictions. 
 
 
The world has shut down the PFDJ regime from all diplomatic, economic and other 
support and assistance because of the peaceful resistance of thousands of Eritreans 
in PFDJ jails.  Some of the major PFDJ headaches are,  
  

a. PFDJ regime has not been able to resolve the border problem because the world 
says release the G11 and other imprisoned Eritreans whenever PIA sought support 
for his case, 

b. Amnesty International, Human Right’s Watch, CPJ, African Human Rights 
Commission, European Parliament and the list is long have shut down the PFDJ 
machinery, 

c. Most bilateral and unilateral aid to Eritrea has stopped because of the G11 and 
other Eritrean heroes. 

 
 

The PFDJ regime has arrested a number of people since independence but its action 
took a decisive downturn and has led to PFDJ’s outcast from international community 
because the actions of these brave men. 
 
Mr. Gerelase and his sponsors do not flinch from belittling people who are brave 
enough to go to the guillotine for their beliefs.  Mr. Gerelase is typical of people who 
launch their resistance from the comfort of their homes beyond the reach of the 
regime.  Even worse, their opposition is now being launched in best hotels over 
expensive wines and t-bone steaks.  Thinking about it, these groups might even want 
to stick to the status quo.  In the world of Mr. Gerelase, those opposition leaders who 
rack up frequent flier points traveling to Addis Ababa are more deserving to take the 
mantle from the PFDJ regime.  Mr. Gerelase characterizes as immature ‘�i � &� 
�] ~ 
 R�7 �";�anyone supporting those heroes who are willing to give up their lives, 
and who have contributed the most to bringing down the PFDJ regime to participate 
and lead the transitional government.  Mr. Gerelase’s typical h� ��R�7F£�

�
As Mr. Gerelase would like to characterize me as ‘naïve’ or ‘childish’ person, I will 
repeat my God given right to stay true to my principles and beliefs that the unsung 



heroes have proven that they are prepared to sacrifice for all us.  That is all the proof I 
need of their commitment to their country.   And definitely someone who practices 
arms chair quarterbacking is not going to get my vote.     

 
ON UNITY 
 
 ���
��� 
������<��<���/�"��2������������ 
 

“Finally, the previous position of the Government of Ethiopia and the 
various responses of the Eritrean opposition groups, were used as wedge 
issues to distance each from the other and thus hinder the formation of a 
consolidated and cohesive Eritrean opposition group. With our beloved 
nation being decreased to a non-entity by the day and the motives of the 
Government of Ethiopia now better clarified, we call on the opposition 
groups to work even harder to bring about a strong and effective 
resistance, and a peer-level co-operation with our neighbors, to rid Eritrea 
of the scourge of PFDJ.” 
 

I can add many more quotations from public relations office of ‘ENA’ and ‘4+1’ 
that unequivocally show the Addis Ababa opposition groups calling upon Unity 
based on bringing other oppositions groups under the umbrella of the Ethiopian 
regime.  It is like being called to a dinner where the food they are serving you will 
surely give you diarrhea. 
 
I don’t expect that ‘ENA’ and ‘4+1’ will abandon the comfort of their adopted or  
new found or never left ‘ADE’, while I expect and  hope that the ‘2+1+’ will stick 
to their principles and struggle from Sudan. 

 
 
PIA’s Dilemma�
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 Event PIA’s Legacy Human    
Casualty 
To Eritrea 

Power 
Transition 

PIA’s  
Fate 

1 Transfer Power  
     to  
     Transitional  
       Government 

Discredited Minimum Smoother May 
Negotiate 
Retirement 

2 Removed by  
    Rebellion 

Go down in 
      history 
         As Dictator 

Medium Less 
Smooth 

? 

3 Foreign  
    Intervention 

Go down in             
history As Hero 

Maximum 
to  
  Point Of  
    Disaster 

Chaos ? 



4 PFDJ launching 
war first 

Villain or 
Butcher 

Maximum 
to Point of 
Disaster 

Chaos ? 
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Ethiopia’s latest ‘overture’, is more of  political maneuvering than any real progress on  
the demarcation issue.  There is no denial that this has only tightened the noose on PIA’s 
neck five times over.  The international community will pamper Ethiopia while further 
isolating Eritrea.  PIA knows that he does not have any political ace card to play.  PIA’s 
last ally, Col. Muhammed Ghaddafi shunned him at the last meeting which took place 
days ago in Tripoli.  Col. Ghaddafi has paid over $3 Billion to Western powers to gain 
their friendship.  Col. Ghaddafi is too busy entertaining world powers to risk associating 
himself with outcast dictator.  In fact, the American government has told Libya in no 
unequivocal terms that if Libya is to rejoin the community of nations that it must abandon 
supporting rogue leaders. 
 
PIA knows that if he enters into negotiation with the opposition groups or worse if there 
is a rebellion in Eritrea that his legacy will be ruined for ever.  His legacy will be a 
‘b b Ng ;�of all things bad and evil in Eritrea.   
 
PIA is not yet willing to give up his legacy as a hero.  PIA has accepted his mortal fate, 
but he is afraid of destroying his legacy as an Eritrean hero.  What the G-11, who know 
PIA very well, have done through their bravery is to IRREVERSIBLY destroy his legacy 
as a hero if Scenario 1 or Scenario 2 happen.  The G-11 did not entertain, both on 
principle and as strategy, their coup because that would most likely have defeated the 
purpose – PIA may return as a hero. 
 
PIA is now sparing no effort to pursue Scenario 3.  Unfortunately PIA is playing 
‘ENA’ and ‘4+1’ like a guitar.  Heck, PIA is just praying that these groups push 
Ethiopia to ‘intervene’ in Eritrea, which gives him the chance to play his highest 
gamble.  PIA will regardless say under Scenario 3, ‘Did I not say that we should not 
trust the Woyane regime?’, and many Eritreans will believe him.  Even if the worst 
is to happen to PIA, he would become a divisive figure under Scenario 3 rather than 
a sure discredited hero under Scenario 1 and Scenario 2.     
�
PFDJ’s demise from power can only be expedited when PIA gives up his last hope that 
Ethiopia may trigger another round of conflict with Eritrea under Scenario 3.  PFDJ is 
totally discredited and isolated from the world community.  Eritrea is facing extreme 
economic and social challenges.  PIA can not maintain the status quo for too long.   
 
Whereas PM Meles’ continuous overtures and claims of wishes to resolve the border 
issue peacefully may tighten the noose around PFDJ, the presence of ‘ENA’ and ‘4+1’ in 
Addis Ababa are offsetting this effect by giving PIA the hope that these opposition 
groups may nudge Ethiopia into war by giving all the wrong signals.  PIA is counting on 
‘ENA’ and ‘4+1’s unbridled ambition to attain power at any cost will be his only 
salvation.  If ‘ENA’ and ‘4+1’ were to fully base their opposition in Sudan, and abide by 



the principles of the vast majority of Eritreans, the united opposition would have 
expedited PIA’s downfall.   It would have been political suffocation for PIA. 
�
�

RELATIONS WITH ETHIOPIA 
 
 
Wedge Issue? 
 
Mr. Gerelase and his cohorts will attempt to portray me, or some of the oppositions, as 
anti-Ethiopia.  Believing in one’s sovereignty and espousing to resolve one’s internal 
problems among citizens of one’s own country can not be portrayed as being anti-another 
sovereign nation.  But all this is not lost with Mr. Gerelase, who is just grasping at straws 
to resuscitate the discredited opposition groups in Addis Ababa through his distortions.  
Mr. Gerelase can not fool anyone!      
 
I will quote one sinister propaganda, 
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With friends like these who needs enemies! 
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Healthy and Respectful Relations with Ethiopia is the Desire of All Eritreans! 
 
In fact, I have said in all my articles in clear and unequivocal terms even before 
Ethiopia’s latest overtures that, 
 

��A transitional government of Eritrea should re-establish diplomatic relations once 
Ethiopia rescinds its ‘Declaration of War’ against Eritrea, 

 
 
After rescinding of the ‘Declaration of War’ and even before the end of demarcation, 
 
��At which time Eritrea should accelerate its demobilization of its army to 

economically sustainable, 
��Re-affirm the policy of non-interference into each other’s internal affairs 

consistent with AU Charter. 
��Allow Ethiopia to use the Port of Asseb on mutually beneficial arrangement. 
��Normalize Relations based on mutual respect, and on a policy of good neighborly 

basis. 
 
 

On the border demarcation issue, 
 
��Eritrea should lodge its claim in timely manner to international bodies to 

maintain the legal effects of the border decision. 
��Continue to use diplomatic relations and pressure to finalize the border decision, 



��Hope that the border will finally be demarcated within the timeframe that will 
take into consideration the dynamics for the internal politics of both countries. 

 
In addition I would like to add, 

��Support the generous international assistance being given to Ethiopia as long as 
this is not being diverted for purchasing armament for intervention into internal 
Eritrean affairs, 

��Welcome PM Meles pledge to seek peaceful means to resolve the crisis, 
��Some believe that strong Ethiopia is threat to Eritrea.  Wrong!  Economically, 

politically, and socially weak Ethiopia is a threat Eritrea.  We wish all the best of 
luck in their endeavors. 

��Although I am certain Eritreans will forgive but not forget the 75,000 Eritreans 
that the Ethiopian government has expelled for simply being Eritreans, I 
welcome Ethiopia’s acceptance and accommodations of new Eritrean refugees.   

 
Having said all this, 

��Can not accept the argument that Ethiopia should intervene in Eritrean politics to 
save us from ourselves, 

��If Ethiopia wants a strong and stable Eritrea as its next door neighbor, for 
Ethiopia’s own sake, the Ethiopian government should not allow PIA to play 
Scenario 3 given above under PIA’s Dilemma. 

 
My message to the Opposition Groups in Addis Ababa and other opposition groups, 
 

��As long as PIA is in power there is a danger that Ethiopia may decide to interfere 
in the internal affairs of Eritrea, 

��Ethiopia’s political handling of Eritrea is absolutely independent of the Eritrean 
opposition groups presence in Addis Ababa.  The Eritrean opposition groups have 
absolutely no positive role there.  Ethiopia will only engage the border issue based 
on its own internal political dynamics and any international pressure that are 
exerted on it. 

��The only role of the presence of  Eritrean opposition groups in Addis Ababa is to 
send the wrong signal to the current and future Ethiopian governments, and 
beyond that to other neighboring countries.   

��The presence of Eritrean opposition in Addis Ababa creates dangerous precedence 
to the future political and even national security of Eritrea. 

 
 
 
 

��I welcome ELF-RC’s and ELF’s statements toward Ethiopia’s overture. 
��If true, I welcome and support EDP’s meetings with Ethiopian government 

representatives outside Ethiopia.   
��I support ‘2+1+’ refraining from traveling and/or establishing base in Ethiopia. 



��The responsibility of “officially” normalizing relations with Ethiopia should be 
delegated to the only representative of the State of Eritrea, which is the  
Government of Eritrea.   

��Eritrean opposition group should pursue relations with Ethiopia on ‘unofficial’ 
level.  The relationship and common understandings should be based on the laws 
of the international community and some of the principles I suggested above. 
‘Unofficial’ meetings with the Ethiopian government is highly recommended to 
ensure that there is no misunderstanding or apprehension on the part of Ethiopia 
when ‘2+1+’ assume control of transitional power in Eritrea, on behalf of the 
people of Eritrea. 

��Until such time, opposition groups must continue to operate out of Sudan. 
�
�
�
Who am I to suggest all this? 
 
Mr. Gerelase, I am just another ordinary Eritrean, with all the rights and freedom that you 
yourself exercise.  I am an Eritrean who has been patiently following Eritrean opposition 
politics for the last three years with the hope that the gulf between the different groups 
would resolve itself.  In these three years, even my second son has managed to walk and 
talk.  I can’t wait until my sons are in their middle ages to say … 
 
�
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As Mr. Gerelase and his colleagues do not hesitate to crown their ‘ENA’ to take over the 
next government, I have not and will not hesitate to tell my fellow Eritreans that ‘2+1+’ 
should assume power and form a transitional government once PIA exits from power.  I 
question the political judgments of those opposition groups in Addis Ababa.  Sound 
political judgment is needed to rebuild and wade through the complicated political, 
economic and social issues that Eritrea will definitely face in post-PIA Eritrea – a 
challenging  journey to fully democratic and viable nation. 
 
The time has come for Eritreans to decide which group to support and to become actively 
involved in defense of their country.   
 
Eritrea is born out of defiance, perseverance, and patience.  Tens of thousands gave up 
their lives for what they believe.  Many Eritreans continue to pay the price under PFDJ 
regime.  Raising a flag by itself does not guarantee strong and viable nation.  It is the 
participation of every Eritrean that can only ensure peaceful and prosperous nation.  No 
one individual, leader, group, or foreign interference can do the job of the people of a 
nation – to stay on guard for one’s rights, freedom, justice, and equality.  
 
I hear many fellow Eritreans complain and criticize the opposition leaders and groups for  
infighting, for being ineffective, and other problems.  But change can only come if we 
ask ourselves first, ‘what have I done to change this situation?’  The question must begin 



from ourselves because the people in opposition are flesh and blood as we are, not arch-
angels sent from the sky to help, nor do they have magic wands to simply make our 
problems disappear. 
 
The time has come for fellow Eritreans to stand and be counted, to support, 
with whatever means are at our disposal, the two ‘United’ opposition groups 
that are joined in spirit – those brave Eritreans in PFDJ jails and ‘2+1+’. �
I call upon the ‘2+1+’ to redouble their efforts, which has been superb to date, and 
engage both ends of the political innuendos.   
 
ON UNITY  - ‘Unity’ has been achieved among Eritreans in our beliefs, in our 
convictions, and our common history.  It is not a handful organizations that will tell us 
whether we have ‘Unity’ or not.  Ordinary Eritreans’ beliefs in shared principles and 
values is the basis of Unity.  The question is which organization or alliances share our 
‘United’ belief?  The answer is simply ‘2+1+’.   That is ‘UNITY’ – pure and simple.  
 
We wish the Addis Ababa opposition groups the best of luck, as one Eritrean to another.  
I hope that these groups will come to their political senses and not play right into PIA’s 
game. 
 
For those who wish to ante up the internet propaganda, I would like to quote Mr. 
Gerelase, 
 

��� ���)  RA  +��  R� �) �I �� ��c  ��<  ’> 
� RA  �2� 4*  * ���"  
 
 
 
ALLOW ME TO REPEAT, 
 

THE ONLY WISDOM THAT I CAN SHARE WITH MY FELLOW 
ERITREANS IN THE OPPOSITION IS THAT ERITREA WAS BORN 
OUT OF PRINCIPLES, DEFIANCE, AND SHEER WILL.  WE CHOSE 
TO STICK TO OUR PRINCIPLES OVER SHORTCUTS.  DESPITE 
THE HARDSHIPS OF TODAY, ERITREA’S FUTURE WILL BE 
BUILT AND FOUNDED ON THESE UNWAVERING PRINCIPLES & 
CONVICTIONS. 

�
I would like to thank Mr. Gerelase for opening my eyes ��There is one thing I do agree 
with Mr. Gerelase,   �� O � *  ��� 
- �� �«5  * D �� 
/ �� O > *  .��- �� ��  �����  
aD �O J& 2r Ke �¬ �! 
�
Zelalemawi Zikri N’Sewuatna! 
 
Berhan Hagos  
November 28, 2004 


