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ELF IN THE FIELD OF EDUCATION
(From The Eritrean Newsletter, issue 27
of September 1978, pp. 13-14)

e The academic year 1977-78 was one of the most successful periods in which the
educational programmes of the [ELF] grew by leaps and bounds. The school year
started in October [1977] with an initial enrolment of 25,000 pupils in over 200
schools. The number of students and schools was increasing every month as
necessary preparations were completed in very locality. The number of schools
and pupils was tripled compared to the previous school year. The new curriculum
was in full use in grades one to four for which textbooks were prepared in
Tigrigna and Arabic. The middle schools are using old textbooks and adapted
syllabus.

e Literacy campaign was given due attention during [1977-78] and tens of
thousands of illiterates were enabled to read and write [in Arabic and Tigrinia].
All the regular schools of the [ELF] were teaching literacy classes during the night
time.

e Community-run schools as well as some non-secular schools were assisted to
function smoothly using the programmes of the Education and Literacy Campaign
Department of the Social Affairs Bureau of the ELF.

e Junior and senior schools [were] opened in Kassala in October 1977 with the
cooperation of the UN system, accommodating over 300 students.

e The General Union of Eritrean Women runs a school for 400 students in Kassala.

e  Mobile units of the various departments and mass organizations took active part in
the dissemination of knowledge.

e The School of Cadres trained and graduated a substantially large number of
people who were assigned to different posts in the field.

e One significant achievement during the year [1978] was the training of 600
medical cadres able to give [basic] medical assistance to the [people]. The Public
Health Department continually trains 200 medical cadres in 4-month courses and
specialized 6-month courses. Midwives are trained at the Maternity and Childcare
Clinic.

e Various handicraft centres were established in the liberated areas where the
disabled fighters can receive new skills.

(From The Eritrean Newsletter, issue 43 of June 1981, p. 6)

e The Arr School for Pioneers, opened with 70 inmates aged 7-15, accommodated
450 children by June 1978; the number reached 1,000 in 1980, 85% of them boys.
In 1980, 7™ grade was added to the school and 8" grade is scheduled to start in
September 1981.

e  Martyr Mebrat Nursery for 200 infants, managed by Tsega Woldemariam, was
opened in November 1979. Almaz Woldu said that the project is funded by
resources generated by the General Union of Eritrean Women.
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